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t August 1967 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR 
SUBJECT ; The SEACOORD Debate 
REFERENCE; 


1. The referenced cable should be read la eoojunctioa with the 
State Department a ccount of t he SEACOORD meeting, tr ans mitted as 
Saigon Embtet 2203 1 1 

attached herewith. 


which we are keeping for you and which is 


2. The C INC PAG message which General Wheeler reported in 
HONOLULU 5758 Is replete with eryptonyms. For your iaforaiAtioa. these 
eryptonyms refer to the following operations; 


25X1 


lhe SEACOO “ 


a, Sullivan is dead set against expansion of us or 
Vietnam® Je militar y action in Laos, partly because he 
believes this wig complicate his relafbns with Souvanna 
and primarily because he believes this will antagonise the 
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riete an d din . I ni >h the duftBC#s a/ n t b * 

i. .« . , “*“** *” playing a constructive 

la any eventual negotiated settlement of the Vietnamese 

f ” f.- A “ rU "> ““««•«« *Mch i. pr...nt, though 
ould not admit it, is that any expansion of the US military 
presence in Laoa would diminish his sphere of what he conceives 

tohfife P trT M ? Ur * ttUl0rity - (Tktt * Sullivan is really opposed 
t f rrUr *•"*•* « * l«« the Laotian 

thereof, and particularly opposed to V,# atm or eland’s 
e®elre to use US and Vietnamese troops in Laos on a major 


h. W esttnor eland wants to move Into Laos with US forces 
In present discussions he is cameling, i. e. . petting hi. „» Tf 
under the teat Tfc* u ..~ I 1 - * * ** B0 * e 


i. *. , divisional’ 


Hi. e. , corps-sized operations} 
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under the tent. The humps 
sised operations and 

wu*rAi 0110 ^- We,tmor * Uad A » to ° a _ poiUician"to* 

^ ^A**"*** bUt r ** Uy do *«‘t it, and JoOd rather 
utIUse the assets devoted thereto to ground operations, 

^ *•**•«**» McNamara, is supporting the 

A rl f r : Uc f tam *A* If Pd U that the barrier will work well 
•Wgh to make a radical reconsideration of bombing policy 
feasible. To achieve this sad, McNamara is willing to suo rt 
U«1 Vi.tiume,, troop involv^ 

M9 is required to enhance the barrier’s chances of success. 

d* Sullivan Is on a collision course with , 

*»«« ««„.* ^ to b . r* - 

^ V • ™* “*• ri,i •' U>« »qaMh h*U la thi, u£f«- * 

cornered game, Sullivan is touting our operations in Laos to d»» 

*** «*»t W.rtmord^td vuti to£ a oof £=*•«»*« 

h. U Klv.rU.ingruor.thoo,. a. d.Uv,r. * *«£“*• 
Mtve a paramilitary force I nm. xor exaiupU, really 25)( , 


have a paramilitary force 

We do have some form of association with f 

southern Laos, but these sure not by any meXns 


in the Lao 



lie 
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•rtU, c« deploy ou FI.W ktoMlOll v !£ 1 C *" r ‘ a 

taow. tha «d, to toct. know, con.id.r.bly ra or.^L,i r 
*“ h. .ppor^ly viUtog ,o »doa« .« L 
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5. F£ Division and this office believe that while we most do every* 
&iag the Agency can to support US policy, we should not fight Ambassador 
Sullivan's politi cal battles. Alt hough we have agreed to provide hi., 
a liaison officer | | our officer should not attempt to fulfill 

the planning function referred to by implication in the final sentence of 
paragraph IE of the referenced cable. This officer should be a senior 
State Department man, and it should be he who constitutes the tip of 
Sullivan's lance. 


Gaorge A. Carver, Jr. 

Special Assistant for Vietnamese Affaire 



State Saigon 2203 


{IN 28060 ), 9 /ngust 19b? 
1 1 August 19b7 


GACarverrmee I "k ppyoved in draft) 

Mstribution 
Orig - DC I w/atts 
1 - DDP w/o atts 
1 - AC/FE w/o atts 

1 - Vietnam Committee w/a£t d 
1 - GAC Chrono w/o atts 
1 - VAS Chrpno w/o atts 
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